
Why back the
Green Party? 
Our track record over the
past 25 years shows a
progressive agenda on the
city and county councils.
We have been at the forefront
of fighting the cuts, while
pushing for policies that give
everyone the chance for a
decent standard of life and a
good-quality environment. 

Greens have pressed for the
Living Wage to be included in
commercial planning
applications – including for
the Westgate centre – and
questioned child poverty
rates four times.

Unlike Labour, Greens have
never voted with the Tories to
make multi-million pound
cuts to children’s centres,
homeless, disabled and
elderly persons’ services.

Green city councillors led
the campaign for more social
housing and action on
spiralling rents, bad
landlords and homelessness.    

Greens have always fought
to protect our green spaces
from reckless development,
taking the long-term view on
flooding by demanding
sustainable solutions rather
than moving the problem
downstream. 

On transport, Greens seek
improvements for public
transport, cyclists,  and
pedestrians, and action on 
air pollution and congestion.

We campaign to save our
community facilities, like
keeping our Post Offices and
children’s centres open. 

For over 25 years the
record is very clear: the
Greens have been the
greatest defenders of our
communities.

Social care 
cuts add to
NHS pressure
The impact of
Oxfordshire County
Council funding cuts 
and increased demand
for social care is
compounding pressure
on scarce NHS hospital
beds in Oxfordshire.

Adult social care, unlike
the NHS, is funded by local
authorities. In Oxfordshire,
county council cuts saw this
slashed by £18m in 2016,
while at the same time the
NHS has suffered swingeing
cuts nationally.

In August 2017 alone there
were some 4,398 days of
‘delayed transfers of care’ in
Oxfordshire. This means
people medically fit to leave
hospital were unable to
leave because 43% of them
could not access adequate
social care to allow them to
go home safely. Oxfordshire
regularly scores among the
worst for this in the country. 

Local authority care
contract work is currently
poorly paid and frequently
temporary; combined with
Oxfordshire's high cost of
living this means carers are
hard to recruit or retain.
This adds still further
pressure on Oxfordshire's
social care system. 

Larry Sanders, Green Party
spokesperson for health and
social care, said, “The severe
cuts in NHS and social care
are costing unnecessary
death and suffering. This
wealthy country can afford
decent care to people with
disabilities and their
families. We will work to this
end with people of all
parties and of none.”

Large developer-led
housing projects are
clearly failing to meet
the county’s needs and a
new approach is needed
to tackle the housing
crisis in Oxfordshire,
local Greens are
warning.

Oxfordshire Green Party is
calling for better use of
existing space in urban areas
as the priority for
development, rather than
endless attempts to build on
greenbelt land.

Housing development in
Oxfordshire is being driven by
the government’s Strategic
Housing Market Assessment,
but there is considerable
scepticism about the figures
in it and the ‘objectively
assessed need’ figure of 32,000
new homes in Oxfordshire.

Greens act on homelessness 

Oxford Green Fair
Saturday 2nd December 2017
10.30 - 4.30pm at Oxford Town Hall 

Visit dozens of stalls with 
ethical goods, books, gifts, foods,
campaigns, café, and live music. 

Time for a new approach on housing

“The central-government-
imposed viability test, with its
guaranteed short-term profits
for already-wealthy big
developers, is failing to deliver
the social housing we need
and in the process is driving
up market house prices,” says
Green housing spokesperson
Councillor David Thomas.
“We need as a priority to get
away from big developer-led
schemes that depend on
central government-imposed
viability assessments.” 

Greens are pressing for the
return of Local Rent Tribunals
to control rents, while also
calling for stronger council
action. Poor decisions backed
by the Labour-run city council
include the Templars Square
redevelopment in Cowley
having less than half the
required number of affordable
homes, and the Westgate
redevelopment, on council-
owned land, having new
‘luxury flats’ but no affordable
housing at all.

Oxford Greens are continuing to fight for proper action
on homelessness in the city in the face of complete
disdain for some of the most vulnerable people in our
society shown by the Labour-led council.

The Green Party has
succeeded in getting Oxford
City Council to work on an
Empty Spaces Protocol based
on the successful Iffley Open
House which offered
emergency accommodation
for homeless people last
winter. However, attempts by
Greens and homeless
campaigners to stop the city
council’s redevelopment of
Lucy Faithfull house, a 61-bed
homeless hostel, were
rejected, and the council is
now going to demolish the
building and develop the site
for housing.  

Back in the summer,
Oxford's Green councillors
condemned the city council's
latest heavy-handed attempt
to fine rough sleepers in the
city centre.  

Community Protection
Notices were served on
homeless people in the city
centre threatening them with
court action for leaving their
possessions on the street.
The move followed one
prominent Labour councillor
in the city describing
homeless people as “a
disgrace”. Despite dwindling
homelessness provision in the
city, in the last financial year
Oxford City Council had an
underspend of £400,000 on
homelessness prevention. 

Developer-led estates: the wrong housing in the wrong place 

greenoxfordshire.com

Green finance spokesperson
Cllr Craig Simmons said, "It is
frankly scandalous that we
have around 100 people
sleeping rough on our streets
whilst city council money
budgeted for spending on
homelessness prevention is
sitting in the bank unused".

Most recently, following
pressure from Green
councillor David Thomas, the
council has reviewed the
Severe Weather Emergency
Protocol on housing the
homeless when temperatures
drop. “Though I am glad that
Labour have tweaked their
policy on dealing with the
homeless during cold
weather, in direct response to
Green pressure, let’s be clear
that they are still acknowl-
edging, and permitting, rough
sleeping in sub-zero
temperatures,” he said. 

•  See the Greens’ Ten Point
Action Plan at: goo.gl/oGjYJv
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He will be
standing there
again in 2018.

Dick takes a
strong interest in
planning and
transport issues,
in particular on
cycling. He is

currently campaigning to
improve air quality in the city.
“It has been a great privilege
to be so closely engaged in the
running of the city, with an
opportunity to shape policy,
and one I would like to
continue doing,” he says. 

Bid to save community buildings 
East Oxford Green councillors are continuing to challenge
plans to close local community facilities in the area.

The Labour-led
council are pushing
ahead with plans to
sell the East Oxford
Games Hall, the
Film Oxford
building, the
Chinese
Community Centre
and a slice of the
existing East Oxford
Community Centre
(EOCC) site.

Labour initially promised that
the current users of these
facilities would all be
accommodated on a smaller,
refurbished EOCC site.
However, they are now
admitting that the EOCC site
will be simply too small to cater
for all the displaced users. 

A cost-neutral Green
proposal to avoid selling off
the Chinese Community
Centre and EOCC land was
rejected despite the fact that it
would have provided more
space and freed up land for
much needed affordable
housing nearby.

The council uses the depot to
store bins, salt for highways,
fuel for vehicles, and for
parking. It has claimed that the
£30,000 expansion of the depot
into the park will be temporary,
for five years. Contradictorily,
however, it also claims it
cannot find anywhere else for
the store, raising local
residents' fears that the park
area will not be returned. Local
residents are suspicious after
the cynical timing of the plan's
announcement over the
summer, having already fought
off a similar application to
expand into the Cowley Marsh
park in 2015 and 2004. 

Comment:
One-party
states: bad 
for democracy
A healthy democracy
relies on a strong
opposition. For years the
Greens have provided
that opposition,
challenging Labour-run
Oxford City Council
when they get things
wrong (as they do with
alarming regularity). 

It was the Greens that
exposed Labour’s
outrageous plans to fine
rough sleepers. It was the
Greens that highlighted
Labour’s failure to meet its
own targets on affordable
housing, recycling and air
quality. And much, much
more.

Elsewhere in the county
we demanded proper
scrutiny of the local
government One
Oxfordshire proposal
supported by all the larger
parties, and fought strongly
against it being rushed
through. We have
campaigned to stop the
green belt being a target for
rapacious developers to
build executive homes that
fail to deal with the county's
affordable housing shortage,
and to stop austerity
budgets ravaging the
county.

But to keep up the
pressure we need to
maintain a strong group of
Green councillors. Our voice
will not be heard if there are
none of us there. Next year,
as most years, there will be
local elections in many
places in the county to
decide who should
represent you. If you think
our values and voice are
important, then show us
your support so we can
ensure they continue to be
heard.

National website: www.greenparty.org.uk

A selection of our 2018 City election candidates
David Thomas
The current leader of the
Green Group on Oxford City
Council, David Thomas, has
been selected to stand for the
Green Party in St Clements
ward in the elections in May
2018.

David, who was first elected
to the city council four years
ago, aims to continue his work
against inequality in the city.
He has made standing up for
the dispossessed a key part of
his time as a councillor: he
helped lead the campaign to
protect the canal and river
boat dwellers and their right
to live on a boat in 2016, and
more recently fought against
the criminalisation of rough
sleeping in the city centre.
Outside of his role as a
councillor he is a water
engineer, specialising in
sanitation in low-income
countries.

“I am in politics because I
am very suspicious of people
in power,” he says. “They
need to be held to account. It
does not matter who is in
charge, someone needs to
speak up for people at the
bottom of the system. I don’t
consider myself a politician
but an ordinary citizen who
cannot stand to see others
being treated badly.” 

Elise Benjamin 
Elise is a well-known figure in
east Oxford, having previously
served as a city councillor
there for a total of 15
years. She was also the
city’s first Green Lord
Mayor of Oxford in 2011-
2012. Elise will be aiming
to win back her seat in
Iffley Fields ward after
being narrowly defeated
there in 2016. Issues she
champions include
speaking up against
privatisation of public
services, pushing for more
affordable homes and fairer
rents, proposing practical
alternatives to council
austerity cuts, and supporting
small, local businesses. 

Dick Wolff
A former mining
engineer and youth
worker, Dick is
equally well-known in
Oxford as an ordained
minister of the United
Reformed Church. He
is also a musician
who can often be found
performing in local pubs and
clubs. Dick was elected as a
Green Party councillor for St
Mary's ward in 2010, and was
returned with a greater
majority in 2014. 

Additionally, with salt and
fuel stored on site there are
concerns about the potential
contamination of the
ground. If the plan goes
ahead, residents will have
lost a valued local green
space, including a
wildflower area and
children's play area, with no
guarantee of its return. 

Despite these objections
including by its own
councillors, the Labour-run
city council has ploughed
ahead and approved its own
expansion of the depot and
the loss of valuable green
space in the city.

David is keen to see Oxford’s
wealth spread more fairly, and
as a long-standing Oxford
resident he believes that the
city is the ideal place to tackle
the causes of inequality. “Of
all the places where solutions
to inequality can be found,
surely Oxford holds enough
brainpower to be a shining
example of what can be done
when good ideas are
harnessed by the local
council,” he says.

He has also pushed the
council to investigate opening
up empty buildings to provide
temporary accommodation
for rough sleepers and
championed community-led
housing within the council.

“I am in the Green Party
because I watched Caroline
Lucas perform in Parliament
and her stance with respect to
the Iraq War,” he adds. “I felt
the Green Party was the only
party I could join without
feeling compromised.” 

In the last year she has been
very active on homelessness,
and was one of the organisers
of the Iffley Open House
project.

Her
experience is
one of her
biggest
assets. “I
have a long
and deep
knowledge of
many issues

in the city, especially around
planning, economic
development, housing, and
transport,” she says. “I want to
once again represent the local
residents, the city as a whole,
and the Green Party on the
city council.”
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Council depot taking green space
Oxford Green councillors have criticised the loss of
green space in the city with the city council deciding to
expand its depot in Marsh Road into Cowley Marsh
Recreation Ground – despite concerted protests from
local residents and regular users of the park. 

East Oxford Community Centre



...while the green belt is needlessly sacrificed

North Oxfordshire Green
spokesperson Ian
Middleton said that the
plans in Cherwell District
Council's review of its Local
Plan, which would lead to
building on large portions
of green belt to the north of
the city, were “not
positively prepared, not
justified, and not effective.”

The review, being
championed by Barry
Wood, the Conservative
leader of Cherwell District
Council, seeks to build 4400
new homes on green belt
land in Begbroke, Yarnton,
Kidlington, Woodstock and
surrounding areas.

In its submission, the Green
Party highlights large areas of
inconsistency, poor planning
and lack of evidence within
the review.  The response also
disputes the council’s claims
that it has established the
exceptional circumstances
that are required by national
planning guidelines to
remove land from the green
belt.

“It's not so much a review as
an attempt to 'bolt on'
additional housing as an
expedient to meet an
agreement made when the
local plan was submitted in
2015” he said. “Much of the
review contains wild
assumptions about local
infrastructure and many
contradictory statements
throughout, especially with
regard to transport.”  

Ian added, “The plans would
join Yarnton, Begbroke and
Kidlington into one massive
conurbation and quadruple
the population at a stroke.
These proposals are not
proportional or reasonable,
especially as they involve the
destruction of protected
farmland and habitat.  Once
these green spaces are lost,
we'll never get them back."

Greens help
Layla Moran
to victory
Voters in the Oxford
West & Abingdon
constituency gained a
new MP at the General
Election in June after the
Green Party took the
bold step of cooperating
with the Liberal
Democrats to help defeat
the Conservatives.

The Greens chose to put
the wider interest above
party rivalries and stand
aside following calls by
thousands of members of
the public for ‘progressive’
parties to work together
where it clearly made sense
to do so. Regrettably, the
Labour Party still insisted on
standing, despite having no
chance of winning the seat.

Layla Moran was closely
questioned at a meeting of
local Green Party members,
and gave assurances of
support on several policy
areas important to Greens.
The Green Party’s decision
gave people confidence to
vote tactically, and Layla
Moran took the seat for the
LibDems with a majority of
816 votes. 

The Green Party candidate
who stood aside, Cheryl
Briggs, said, “I’m a Green
Party member to the core,
but we decided to make the
decision for the good of the
country rather than tribal
political self-interest.”

The Chair of Oxfordshire
Green Party, Sarah Wood,
added that the lack of
proportional representation
in UK general elections led
to the need for such action.
“Under our electoral system,
the Tories win many seats
where a majority of the
voters in the constituency
do not support them,” she
said. “Our political system is
broken, and it makes sense
that parties with common
values cooperate more.”Local website: www.greenoxfordshire.com

Plans to build on green belt land north of Oxford are
fundamentally unsound, the Green Party has warned.

Oxford growth plans will worsen social inequality... 
Oxfordshire Greens are calling for radical
changes to plans for the development of
Oxford over the next 20 years.

In its submission to the
Local Plan review for the city
of Oxford, the Green Party has
warned that plans to try to
cope with increased social
inequality in Oxford due to an
out-of-control housing market
are being undermined by the
city council’s aim of
continuing to support Oxford
being a “fast-growing city”.
The submission warns that
growth on the present
trajectory is unsustainable in
the city.  

“The proposed growth plans
will just exacerbate the
existing levels of inequality
within Oxford,” Cllr Dick Wolff
said.

Dick added. “Without radical
policy changes, the Plan's
focus on economic ‘growth’
will simply compound the
city's already shameful levels
of inequality.”

•  More information on the
Local Plan review and the
Green Party’s response on all
the areas covered can be
found at: goo.gl/iU7ATq  

“The city has already
become unsustainable and
should no longer deliberately
plan to expand.”

The city is under threat of
being ‘hollowed out’ because
of unaffordable housing. This
increasingly forces the people
who make the city work to
move out and join the existing
46,000 daily commuters. 

The Green Party is calling for
a wider regional plan that
takes account of the impact of
Oxford city on Oxfordshire
more widely, especially on
housing and transport. This
new plan should reflect the
need for the whole region to
function in a fully connected,
networked way.

A traffic jam on the
A40: unaffordable
housing forces 
increasing
numbers of
people to 
commute 
into Oxford

•  See the Green Party's full response to the Cherwell Local Plan review:  goo.gl/BMBEsC

The green belt north of Oxford: disappearing soon?

A breath of
fresh air
Green councillors in Oxford
have been helping to fund
new bike pumps in the city,
which provide free air for
cyclists to use.

Councillors David Thomas
and Dick Wolff gave funds
from the Community
Infrastructure Levy (CIL)
budget that each councillor is
allocated to pay for new
pumps on Magdalen Bridge
and Cowley Road. Pumps
have also been installed in
Broad Street, St Michael’s
Street, and in Summertown.   

The CIL is a tariff on new
development to help pay for
the funding of infrastructure
in the city.
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“The review's focus on
increasing economic activity
rather than sharing prosperity
more equally risks
perpetuating Oxford’s social
divide between homeowners
and renters, people with
careers and those in low-paid
sectors, and parents who can
afford private education and
those who send their children
to Oxford's state schools,”



The city and county councils
recently proposed introducing
a Zero Emission Zone (ZEZ) in
the city centre, which would
gradually remove petrol and
diesel cars from the city
centre. However, the
reopening of the Westgate
centre will undermine plans
to introduce a zero emission
zone to combat Oxford’s dire
air quality problem. The
Westgate opening is set to
increase traffic into the city,
helped by the decision to
increase parking capacity in
the city centre and reduce car
parking charges. 

Green transport
spokesperson Cllr Dick Wolff
said, “It is difficult to take
seriously talk of a zero
emission zone when the city
council are, at the same time,
increasing parking capacity
and cutting parking charges in
the very same part of the City
where a zero emission zone
has been mooted.”

The main pollutant of
concern is NO2 (nitrogen
dioxide) which is mainly
produced by diesel engines. 

Additionally there is
‘particulate matter’ –
especially brake dust – which
is highly toxic and is also
produced by electric vehicles.
All of central Oxford is
currently over the legal limit
for particulate matter of 40
micrograms per cubic metre,
with St Clement’s the worst at
nearly 70 micrograms per
cubic metre.  

Air pollution is an invisible
but pervasive killer – across
the UK it is linked to 40,000
premature deaths every year.
Poor air quality is linked to
breathing difficulties, heart
disease, and even Alzheimer’s.
It disproportionately affects
the poorest and most
vulnerable, with children
particularly vulnerable. 

Stronger action on clean air
The Green Party is pushing for stronger action on air pollution
in Oxford, in the face of contradictory messages from the city
and county councils.

Oxford officially recognised
it had an air quality problem
in 2010 when, under pressure
from the Green Party, the
whole of the city was made an
Air Quality Management Area.
It is far from a new problem:
the Green Party’s ‘Transport
in Oxford’ report had
highlighted the issue as far
back as 1995.  

•  The public consultation on
the ZEZ proposal ends on 26
November. Please make your
voice heard – details are at:
www.oxford.gov.uk/zez

Renewable energy continues
to grow in Oxfordshire
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Voters deserve a
say on Brexit deal
Caroline Lucas, the
Green Party co-leader,
has reiterated that voters
should still be given a
final say on any Brexit
deal, with the chance to
stay in the EU if they
don’t like the deal – or
lack of one – that the
government negotiates.

“A democracy worthy of
the name must mean people
having a real say over the
major decisions that affect
their lives,” she said. “That’s
why the Green Party has
consistently said that the
referendum should be the
start, not the end, of the
democratic process. 

“We accept that the
referendum was an
instruction to the
government to begin Brexit
negotiations. We do not
accept, however, that the
decision should be
irreversible. The referendum
should be the start, not the
end, of the democratic
process.”

The Green Party believes
that building bridges is
preferable to building walls:
nationals must live and work
together if we are to create a
better world based around
principles of social justice
and respect for the
environment. Green MEP
Molly Scott Cato has been at
the forefront of the
campaign to make the
government release details
of studies they have carried
out into the impacts of
Brexit so that voters can
have an informed opinion of
the likely consequences. 

•  As the legal status of non-
British EU citizens currently
living in the UK remains
uncertain, Green MEP Jean
Lambert has published a
factsheet on their legal
rights – available at
goo.gl/9piQdP

Time for the Green Fair 
Saturday 2nd Dec 2017

The annual Green Fair at Oxford Town Hall, being held this
year on 2 December from 10.30am to 4.30pm, is a welcome
sign that the festive season is upon us.  

Filling all three major Town Hall rooms with up to 100 stalls,
the Green Fair is a wonderful celebration of all things green. It
offers a unique blend of the political and campaigning sides
of the green movement with gifts and craft goods. 

The fair will be opened this year by Oxford-based journalist,
author and campaigner George Monbiot. There will also be
live local musicians showcasing their talent throughout the
day, and of course, a well-stocked café. We look forward to
seeing everyone on Saturday 2nd December at the Town Hall
and giving you a very warm GREEN welcome!
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Nearly one-third of all
UK electricity came
from renewable sources
from April to June of
2017, setting a new
record for clean energy
generation. 

Wind, solar, hydro and other
forms of low-carbon power
were responsible for 29.8% of
the total amount of electricity
generated in the UK, beating
the previous record of 26.9%
set in the first three months of
2017.

The latest local renewable
energy project is Sandford
Lock Hydropower, a
community-owned system
delivered by Oxfordshire-
based Low Carbon Hub. 

The three Archimedes’
screws will together generate
440kW of electricity, enough
to power hundreds of homes. 

“This is the Low Carbon
Hub’s largest community
energy project and really
pushes our vision forward to
create a clean, green, and
community-owned energy
system for the county”, says
Adriano Figueiredo,
Operations Director at Low
Carbon Hub. As well as
helping to reduce carbon
emissions, community-owned
projects can keep the wealth
they create in the local
economy. 

The modern roots of
generating electricity through
renewable energy can be
found in the growth of
environmentalism in the
1970s. They have continued to
grow thanks to the vision and
courage of those who
continued to push the case for
them in spite of the vested
interests of more traditional
energy providers.

Can you help?
•  Oxfordshire Green Party
survives on donations from
ordinary individuals. We do
not take donations from
trade unions or big
organisations, and we are
not beholden to vested
interests. Every penny you
donate will support our
campaigning across the
county and maintain a
strong opposition in
Oxfordshire. You can find
out the details of how to
donate via our website:
greenoxfordshire.com/
donate2018

•  We are also starting to
ramp up our campaigning
ahead of the local elections
next May. We would really
love your help on the
doorsteps or in other ways
so that we can enable our
existing councillors to be
successfully re-elected, and
also bring more Green
voices onto councils across
Oxfordshire. Contact
admin@greenoxford.com
for more information or go
to greenoxfordshire.com.

The new hydro-electric power-station at Sandford-upon-Thames

A microscopic view of ultra-fine
particles on a road-side tree leaf
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