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CCaammbbooiiss  PPoowweerr  SSttaattiioonn::  jjoouurrnneeyy’’ss  eenndd
There is a proposal for a new Coal fired power station at Cambois,
North of Blyth. The new power station will be six times larger than the
one which was decommissioned in the area in recent years, and will
therefore be built on a new site. A new power station will dominate
and pollute the local environment whilst contributing to global climate
change. The development is being resisted by locals and regional
groups through PANiC Stations (www.panic-stns.co.uk). Alternative
sources of power generation are visible from Cambois, as there are two
off shore wind turbines off Blyth.

BBrraaddlleeyy
UK Coal have submitted an application to extract 556,000 tonnes of
coal from Bradley in County Durham. The excavation will cause
localized noise and environmental pollution as well adding to green
house gas emissions. If this site is given the go ahead it is likely that
there will be subsequent extensions. The Pont Valley Network
(www.pontvalley.net) are resisting the plans and inspiring community
spirit and pride in the area.

FFaaiirrbbuurrnn  IInnggss
Plans to start opencast mining in Yorkshire have prompted community
action.  The first proposed site is at Fairburn Ings near Ledston, within
Leeds City Council's green belt, and home to a nature reserve.  If
permission is granted the site would be mined for five years producing
around 1 million tonnes of coal - the amount consumed in just 14 days
by Drax, Ferrybridge and Eggborough power stations working at full
capacity. www.savefairburnings.org.uk

FFeerrrryybbrriiddggee  AArreeaa
A new coal fired power station is planned for Ferrybridge in West
Yorkshire despite nearly three-quarters (71%) of nearby people saying
that we should develop renewable energy instead of new coal.  Several
Yorkshire MPs including Ed Miliband, the Secretary of State for Energy
and Climate Change and Yvette Cooper, MP for Ferrybridge have so far
refused to oppose the increasingly controversial plans.  For more info
see the Yorkshire Against New Coal website:
http://yancnews.wordpress.com

DDoonnccaasstteerr
The area was devasated by flooding in June 2007, leaving 700 people
displaced from their homes.  It's also the constituency of Environment
Minister Ed Milliband.  We'll be visiting to remind him that climate
change wrecks lives, and his government's policies are putting his
constituents at risk.

Shipley  Country  Park
Over the next four years UK Coal plan to extract 1 million tonnes of
coal from the 300 hectare site at Shipley in Derbyshire. The scheme
was given the go ahead in 2007 despite local objections. Work is
currently underway with the coal going to local power station;
Ratcliffe-on-Soar.

Start of  the  Journey:  Nottingham
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2009  Coal  Caravan  Route:

Coal means many things to many
people.  For the conservationist, 
it means the destruction of
nature.  For the miner or energy
worker, it means a job.  For
energy and mining corporations,
coal means money; but for locals
near open cast mines, it means
reduced quality of life.  For
mining communities, coal means
history and tradition.  And for the
climate activist, it spells doom. 

The Coal Caravan will be travelling
by foot and bicycle through the
East Midlands, Yorkshire and the
North East between 24th April and
4th May 2009.  During our journey,
we'll be exploring some questions:  

How can communities affected by
coal and its impacts talk together
and learn from each other?  How
can a just transition to a low carbon
economy be achieved?  What
lessons can we take from past
struggles, and can we find
agreement over the future of coal?

We don't claim to have all the
answers, but it seems clear to
us that energy policy is too
important to be left to the
government or current
political system.  

The catastrophic failure of
their economic growth model
will have harsh impacts on
ordinary people for years to
come.  We need to forge links
to build a decent, fair and
sustainable society on the
ruins of the old.

NNBB::    FFuullll  ddeettaaiillss  
ooff  tthhee  jjoouurrnneeyy  

oonn  ppaaggee  88
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TTrruuee  oorr  FFaallssee??
A. “Climate is changing all the

time - what humans are
doing has nothing to do
with it.” 

TRUE / FALSE

B. “It’s irrelevant what our
country does, because China
is the problem.” 

TRUE / FALSE

C. “Nuclear Power is the
answer.”

TRUE / FALSE

D. “You can’t generate enough
energy with renewables” 

TRUE / FALSE

Answers on page 6

5  reasons  against  NEW Coal
BBeeccaauussee  tthhee  cclliimmaattee
ccrruunncchh  wwiillll  bbee  wwoorrssee
tthhaann  tthhee  ccrreeddiitt  ccrruunncchh
There has never been a clearer
consensus about the urgent need for
large cuts in CO2 emissions needed in
order to avoid the most catastrophic
impacts threatened by climate change.
Food shortages, extreme weather
disaster, mass migration, water wars,
extinctions and resource depletion
could all become the norm as global
warming intensifies throughout this
century. In the opinion of many senior
climate scientists, including NASA's Jim
Hansen, the greatest threat to our
climate comes from burning coal. Yet
despite this knowledge, coal is
experiencing a global boom, and plans
are afoot for a new generation of coal-
fired power stations in the UK. To build
these power stations is to commit to
using them for fifty years or more.

Coal has been a key factor in the overall
rise in UK emissions because it  is the
most carbon intensive of all fossil fuels.
It is nearly all carbon, so it releases
almost entirely carbon dioxide
when burned. Coal is mainly
burned for electricity
generation, which is the
largest source of UK
greenhouse gas
emissions, accounting
for 27% of the total
for England in 2005.
Coal fired power
stations are more CO2

intensive than any
other type, and are the
largest and fastest
growing source of
greenhouse gases within the
power generation industry (rising
by over 30% between 1999 and 2005). 

BBeeccaauussee  tthheerree’’ss  nnoo  ssuucchh
tthhiinngg  aass  CClleeaann  CCooaall
The coal industry is touting ‘Carbon
Capture and Storage’ as a solution,
claiming the carbon produced when
coal is burned can be captured, then
stored safely. However, the industry
itself admits the technology and
infrastructure to do this  will not be
ready for at least 15 years. Since the
scientific consensus is that our
emissions must be falling quickly by
2015, that’s way too late.

BBeeccaauussee  tthheerree  
aarree  aalltteerrnnaattiivveess
This windswept island nation has
enormous wind, wave and tidal power:
more than enough to meet all of our
energy needs many times over. We
could be reaping huge benefits from

harnessing our indigenous
energy sources, which use no
fuel and will never run out.

We could also be gaining
industrial and economic
advantages by being at the
forefront of the fastest
growing new technologies,
and in doing so we'd
accelerate other countries’
transfer to low-carbon living.
Climate change is a global
problem that requires global
solutions, but it needs people
to lead by example. Britain led
the world into the industrial

revolution, and we are the best placed
country to pioneer the next stage. 

BBeeccaauussee  ooppeennccaassttiinngg
ddeessttrrooyyss  ccoouunnttrryyssiiddee  
aanndd  ccoommmmuunniittiieess..
Open casting mining is the neighbour
from hell.  There’s the noise, the dust,
the traffic, the long term environmental
impact, the health effects and the loss
of green space, with very few jobs or
local benefit to show for it.  

There are currently 30 open cast coal
mines in the UK, with plans for 33
more.  The planning process is being
overruled by a government seemingly
intent on new coal, pushed by an
industry chasing for profit.  But across
the country local people are rising up to
prevent this blight on their
communities.  Increasingly they are
realising that action gets results.  In the
face of reversed planning permissions,
destroyed countryside, short-sighted
policy and hypocrisy, ordinary people
have been taking action in extra-
ordinary ways – from picketing coal
companies, to stopping work at open
cast sites.  Our coal caravan is part of

that growing movement.

BBeeccaauussee  oouurr  ccuurrrreenntt
ppoolliittiiccaall  ssyysstteemm  ccaannnnoott
bbee  ttrruusstteedd  ttoo  uussee
rreessoouurrcceess  ffoorr  ssoocciiaall
bbeenneeffiitt..
At over 60 million tonnes per year the
UK’s current coal use is wildly
unsustainable but the logic of market
economics is pushing towards ever-
increasing coal extraction, and energy
use.  Short-term profits, and the
pressure for ever-increasing economic
growth, will  always take precedent over
social benefit and the needs of all.

Coal is of great value.  Without it we
would have no public transport, no
wind or wave energy and no bicycles,
because we would have no steel.  But if
it is to be used sustainably and with the
welfare of future generations in mind, it
must be used sparingly, for public
benefit, and treated as a very long-term
resource.  Until we have wisdom in
government and morality in our
boardrooms, the safest place for our
coal reserves is in the ground.

A giant coal-cutting machine crossing a
motorway, in Finland

“We  arre  all  addiicts  of  fossiil  fuels,  
iinn  a  state  of  denniial.” -  Kurt  Vonnegut

“Everryybodyy  talks  about  thhe  weathherr,
but  nnobodyy  does  annyythhiinng  about  iit.”

-  Mark  Twain

““TThhee  EEccoonnoommyy  iiss  aa  
wwhhoollllyy  oowwnneedd  ssuubbssiiddiiaarryy  ooff  tthhee  EEccoollooggyy..””  
-  PPaauull  EEhhrrlliicchh  

Offshore Wndfarm near 
Skegness

There are 
currently 30 open cast

coal mines in the UK, with
plans for 33 more.  The

planning process is being
overruled by a government

seemingly intent on new
coal, pushed by an

industry chasing for
profit.
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A Allotments - Globally,
agriculture is responsible for

25% of carbon dioxide, 65% of
methane and 90% of nitrous oxide
emissions, all dangerous
greenhouse gases. Growing more of
our own food in our gardens and
allotments and buying locally grown
organic food massively reduces the
impact of food production on the
climate.

B Biogas and biomass - From
converting food and farm

waste into fuel using biogas
digesters, to small scale coppicing
projects providing sustainable wood
supply for communities, there are
loads of positive solutions using
bioenergy. But there are lots of
highly unsustainable ones too like
huge power stations burning wood
shipped in from Canada. Whether
it's a positive or a negative solution
depends on the scale of the project
and finding a sustainable source of
biomass.

C Composting - Community
composting schemes convert

waste food into fertiliser, reducing
methane emissions from landfill
and nitrous oxide emissions from
chemical fertilisers.

D  Decentralised Energy - The
city centres of tomorrow will

produce power and heat as well as
consume it. The roofs and facades
of public buildings are ideal for
harvesting solar energy.‘Low energy’
will become the standard for new
buildings and existing homes will
be better insulated and adapted to
generate energy and be more energy
efficient. This will help to create
jobs.

E Energy efficiency - Energy
efficiency basically boils down

to making your house easy and
cheap to heat, light, and power. The
UK could cut energy use 30 per cent
just by being more energy efficient
according the government.

F Forestry – Tropical forests
absorb about 18% of all

carbon dioxide added by burning
fossil fuel.  Protecting forests from
being cut down is an important part
of the solution to climate change.
Here in the UK tree-planting can
help to reduce flood risk and create
healthy landscapes, whilst
providing habitats for wildlife and a
supply of local fuel.  For example
see: www.treesponsibility.com

G Green jobs -  A shift to
renewable energy and energy

efficiency would create new well
paid jobs across the country.
Research for Greenpeace has
suggested that investment of £5
billion a year in making buildings
and homes more energy efficient
would lead to 55,000 new jobs.

H High voltage direct current –
New high-voltage direct

current cables would allow us to
transmit electricity across the grid
more efficiently. We could even
connect-up with the rest of Europe
making an electricity supply based
on renewable energy more effective.

K Knowledge – There's a lot we
need to learn. We need to

understand just how much
greenhouse gases the earth's
ecosystems can handle without the
climate destabilising. We need to
know what the impacts will be of
potential routes forward. We need
to know how to build resilient and
sustainable communities that can
work together to avert the worst of
the crisis and cope with the impacts
that have already been caused.

I Investment – Governments are
fixed on bailing out the banks

and the high carbon fossil fuel
emitting industries of the past
instead of investing in the future.
Investment in positive solutions
now will create jobs, boost the
economy and make communities
and infrastructure more resilient
when it comes to tackling climate
change. See: www.neweconomics.org
/gen/greennewdeal.aspx

J Justice – Climate change is
hitting the poorest people in

the world hardest, and though they
are most affected by it they did not
cause it and are powerless to stop
it. Many countries are now
supporting the principle that each
person should be able to emit an
equal amount of greenhouse gases.
So in rich countries the amount we
emit will have to massively
decrease, whereas emissions for the
poorest people would be allowed to
increase to bring them in line with
the rest of the world.

L Localisation, not globalisation
- By working from home or

nearby we can minimize
commuting, and by buying local
products and food we can cut down
on carbon-intensive freight
transport.

M Mend and make do – There
is a lot we can learn from the

way UK society was turned around
during WWII in the face of the
threat of invasion. Now we face a
threat of even greater magnitude
and need to dig for victory, mend
and make do, and turn factories
over to producing the technologies
that will help us to live sustainably.

N (carbon) Neutral - The
Maldives, a country that will

be totally submerged if we do not
address climate change, announced
in March that they would be the
first country to go Carbon Neutral.
Their plan to reduce carbon
emissions by 100% over the next
decade doesn't include the
emissions from flights to their
country, but it sets a high
benchmark for other countries to
follow. If a poor country like the
Maldives can do it, so can we!

AA-ZZ  ooff  RReeaall  SSoolluuttiioo
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O Open source technology -
One of the biggest barriers to

widespread use of low energy
technology in the developing world
is patent law. Large companies
owning the patents to potentially
world changing technologies means
that their use is restricted to those
that can afford them. The Open
Source movement around computer
software production has opened up
the process of technology
development, allowing anyone to
contribute and allowing anyone to
use and adapt the design for free. If
this model were applied to tackling
climate change then technical
solutions could advance more
quickly and more fairly. 

P Public transport - We should
be investing in a decent and

affordable public transport system
instead of pumping public money
into the expansion of the road
network.

S Solar energy - Solar is one of
the emissions-reducing

technologies with the greatest
potential for scaling up to provide a
significant portion of global energy
needs in a decentralised way. We've
all heard of solar panels but there
are also other solar technologies,
including using the sun to heat
water for our homes. One of the
most exciting solar technologies is
Concentrated Solar Power which
uses mirrors to concentrate the heat
energy from the sun to create steam
which turns a turbine like in a
conventional power station. There is
great potential for using this in
developing countries. 

T Transition Towns – This is a
network of communities

working to drastically reduce their
carbon emissions and fossil fuel
dependency. Transition Towns
groups look at all the key areas of
life (food, energy, transport, health,
economics & livelihoods, etc) and
work towards developing and
implementing a 15-20 year "Energy
Descent Action Plan" and create a
way of living that's significantly
more connected, more vibrant and
more in touch with our
environment. transitiontowns.org

U Urban farms - 
In Cuba, the loss

of oil imports in the
1980s led to a
revolution in the way
that food was
produced. They moved
to a system of urban
farms and community
gardening. Today an
estimated 50 percent
of Havana's vegetables
come from inside the
city, while in other
Cuban towns and cities
urban gardens produce
from 80% to more than
100% of what they
need. 

V Veganism - Livestock farming
is responsible for emitting

more greenhouse gases than the
whole of the global transport
sector. Going vegan may be a bit
much for many people, but we can
all reduce the amount of meat and
dairy we consume.

W Wind, Wave and
Water – There is

huge potential for the UK
to generate a large portion
of its electricity supply
from wind power. We also
have one of the highest
potential wave power
resources around our
coastline, and the second
largest tidal range in the
world at the Severn
estuary. Potential
problems with wind can
be avoided by careful
environmental impact
assessments. Whilst major
dams and tidal barrages
(like the proposed Severn
Barrage) have damaging
impacts on wildlife, there
is scope for an expansion
of run-of-the-river and
flow-of-the-tide hydro
projects and tidal lagoons.

X eXchange schemes – 
In Totnes, local people have

created a new currency, the Totnes
Pound. Exchange schemes like this
help to strengthen the local
economy, reduce food miles and
support the start up of new social,
ethical and environmental
businesses.

Y Yellow House - The Yellow
House is an 1930s ex-council

house, in Oxford, converted into an
environmental dream home. It's a
great example of how it is possible
to reduce energy consumption by
two thirds and renovate a house
using sustainable materials.
www.theyellowhouse.org.uk
and www.ecovation.org.uk

Z Zero Carbon Britain – The 
Zero Carbon Britain report is a

vision of a low carbon future and
shows how the UK could eliminate
emissions from fossil fuels within
20 years. What are we waiting for?
www.zerocarbonbritain.com

Q Quality of life – Why do we
take a country's GDP as the

measure of success rather than
measuring how happy the country's
people are? The Happy Planet Index
rates the UK 108th, and the
countries with the happiest
inhabitants have much lower carbon
emissions per person than richer,
high consuming, high carbon
countries.

R Reducing consumption - 
If everyone in the world

consumed as much as the average
American we would need five
planets to live on. Everything we
consume takes energy to make and
causes carbon emissions. One third
of China's carbon emissions are
down to producing goods for
people in America and Europe to
buy and throw away. 

“LLet  us  leave  pessiimiism
forr  betterr  tiimes.”

- Graffiti in Bogota, Colombia

Germany employs 170,000 people in its 
renewables energy sector, expected to 

rise to 300,000 by 2020.

nnss  ttoo  CClliimmaattee  CChhaaooss



A.  FALSE. It’s true that the earth does
have natural long term climatic cycles,
but that doesn’t alter the fact humans
are significantly altering the
atmosphere of our home planet.  The
greenhouse gas warming properties of
carbon dioxide are basic science and
concentrations of the gas have risen
from roundabout 280 parts per million
in pre-industrial times to over 380
parts per million today.  That’s a major
human impact.

B.  FALSE. China has become the
biggest producer of carbon dioxide in
the world, but their emissions per
person are very much lower than ours –
less than 5 tonnes, ( 10 tonnes in the
UK and over 19 in the US). And that’s
before we take into account that a third
of their emissions are making goods to
export, essentially just us outsourcing
our emissions to them. The  root cause
of the problem is overconsumption in
the rich countries of the world.

C.  FALSE. In order to avoid
catastrophic climate change we need to
cut carbon emissions NOW.  A new
generation of nuclear reactors could
not possibly be in place in the required
timescale.  (And that’s not to mention
the unsolved problem of storing
nuclear waste, the impacts of uranium
mining, the small but potentially
catastrophic risks, and the history of
hugely expensive white elephants).  
For more on nuclear: www.nirs.org

D.  FALSE. Our country is addicted to
energy use, and like all addicts we don’t
know  when enough is enough.  The
truth is, we use too much energy, and
no form of power generation can keep
up with ever-expanding demand.
Renewables could generate enough
energy to keep the lights on, and
provide us with decent levels of
comfort and warmth, plus production
for need rather than greed.  And they
could do this without sucking in
imports or spewing out pollution.
See:  www.climateark.org and also
www.energysavingtrust.org.uk
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Gambling  with  silver bullets:
The  government’s  fake  solutions            to  climate  change
The science is clear. If we release so
many greenhouse gases into the
atmosphere that global temperatures
rise more than two degrees then the
polar ice will melt, sea levels will
rise, natural disasters will hit harder,
water supplies will run dry for
millions of people, species will die
out and humanity will find it hard to
survive on an increasingly hostile
planet. This is the fate that we must
act now to avoid. In ten years' time
it will be too late.

Sadly, the kind of action that is
being talked about by world
governments is a long way from
what is needed to avoid this two
degree rise.  Far from changing the
systems that have caused this
problem in the first place,
governments want to use these
same systems to try and solve the
problem. They prefer "techno-fixes",
such as "clean" coal, carbon capture
and storage, industrial-scale
biofuels which put food for cars
before food for people, nuclear
power, and “market mechanisms”
like the buying and selling of
"carbon credits," which critics say
simply amounts to a license for
corporate polluters to keep on
polluting.

The financial crisis and the climate
crisis are both caused by the
failures of the global economic
system.  Public trust of bankers is
at an all time low, but with carbon
trading governments are effectively
trusting the bankers to solve the
greatest crisis humanity has ever
faced. That's a huge gamble. The
government may be able to bail out
the banks when everything goes
wrong, but the climate doesn’t do
bail outs. 

Answers  to  the  TRUE or FALSE  quiz  from  page  3

Governments assume that it is
possible to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions but still base our
economy and standard of living on
the ever increasing consumption of
limited natural resources. 

But people are realising
more and more that
many of the
technologies that
governments
believe will be
the silver
bullet
solution to
climate
change are
decades away
from viable
use and even
that shifting to
renewable energy
will not be enough
to make our society
sustainable.

The central problem is consumption
- or more appropriately
overconsumption - and the key
motivation behind this
overconsumption is corporate
profit: In a word, capitalism. 

It is this that has caused the
accelerated burning of fossil fuels
like coal and oil and destruction of
rainforests, two of the key causes of
climate change.

Technology is an important part of
the solution to climate

change, but more
important is tackling

the root causes of
the problem. The
challenge is to
reduce growth
and energy
use while
raising the
quality of life
of the broad
masses of

people
globally. This is

a huge challenge,
but the vast

majority of people in
the world will not commit

social and ecological suicide to
enable the minority to preserve
their privileges. However it is
achieved, a real solution to the
climate crisis must be based on
justice and equity not capital
accumulation and class exploitation
or they will not work.

...governments
are effectively

trusting the bankers
to solve the greatest
crisis humanity has
ever faced. That's a

huge gamble. 

Want  to  know
more  about
Techno  Fixes?

Corporate Watch has
produced a stunning report
on the “technological
solutions” to Climate Change.  

‘Techno-fixes’ is an 80-page
report in
plain english
covering all
the ways big
corporations
are planning
to make a
killing from
Climate
Change.
Download a PDF or order a
copy of the printed report
from their website:

ccoorrppoorraatteewwaattcchh..oorrgg..uukk

The Minority of
Troublemakers:

“Groowth  ffoor  groowth''s  sakee  is  thee  
ideeoolloogy  ooff  thee  canceer  ceellll.””

-  Edward  Abbey
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TThhee  CCooaall  CCaarraavvaann  iiss  ppaarrtt  ooff  
tthhee  CClliimmaattee  CCaammpp MMoovveemmeenntt
The Camp is a place for
anyone who wants to take
action on climate change;
for anyone who’s fed up
with empty government
rhetoric and corporate
spin;  for anyone who’s
worried that the small
steps they’re taking aren’t
enough to match the scale
of the problem;  and for
anyone who’s worried
about our future and wants
to do something about it.

The people putting on the Camp for
Climate Action are all volunteers,
lots of us learning how to do it as
we go along. We're a pretty diverse
bunch - teachers, nurses, students,
couriers, plumbers, graphic
designers, doctors, youth workers,
lawyers, carpenters, campaigners,
artists, carers and many, many
more.  

We started in August 2006, when
600 people gathered at the UK's
biggest single source of carbon
dioxide, Drax coal-fired power
station in North Yorkshire, for ten
days of learning and sustainable
living, culminating in a day of mass
action against the power station.
Our aim was to kick-start a social
movement to tackle climate change.  

In the summer of 2007, with over
twice as many people organising the
Camp, we hit the big time.  Media
hysteria greeted our decision to
camp a few hundred metres from
Heathrow airport. Over 2,000
people came to the week-long camp.
We chose Heathrow as we wanted to
help local residents stop BAA (the
owner of Heathrow) from building a
third runway.

In 2008, an equally huge camp of
activists old and new was set up in
Kent, overlooking the Kingsnorth
coal-fired power station.  The
energy company E.ON is trying to
expand Kingsnorth, at a time when
it is clear that building coal-
power stations will wreck
any hope of avoiding
runaway climate
change.  Despite
extraordinary
over-policing,
we created a
space for
education
and
sustainable
living, taking
action on the
final day by
land, sea and
air.

In 2009, climate camp
is concentrating on the
underlying cause of climate
change: our economic system.  Our
most recent camp was during the
G20 summit in London this April.
In spite of confrontational policing
we peacefully shut down the
Carbon Trading Exchange.

The event included open air debates
and workshops, organised our own
vegan kitchen and compost toilets
in the heart of London, and even
ran a successful farmer’s market
and a street party (see photo above).

On August 26th 2009 we'll
be pitching our tents in

London again.  In
November 2009

we'll support the
protests at the
UN Climate
Conference in
Copenhagen. 

Climate
Camps are
springing up

across the
world - see

above for those
in Europe.

Every Camp for
Climate Action event

weaves four key themes: education,
direct action, sustainable living, and
building a movement to effectively
tackle climate change - both
resisting climate crimes and
developing sustainable solutions.

In 2009,
Climate camp is

concentrating on the
underlying cause 
of climate change 

- our economic
system.

Work  &  play  with  a  caring,
&  diverse  movement...  

...learn  &  share  new  skills  
for  sustainabile  living...

...participate  in  concensus
decision  making... &  do  ACTIONS!

Everybody  is  welcome  to  join  us:  

4th June - Scottish Climate Camp
11-19th July - Danish Climate Camp
TBC - Welsh Climate Camp
3-8th August - French Climate Camp

near Nantes to help block the
construction of a new airport. 

3-9th Aug - Dutch / Belgian Climate Camp
26th Aug - 2nd Sept - Summer Climate

Camp - back to the City of London! 
Early December - Copenhagan, Denmark.

Coninciding with the next International
UN Conference on Climate Change 

Join this most vital mass movement: 

www.climatecamp.org.uk

How can YOU support the protests at

CCooppeennhhaaggeenn
From  30th November  ‘09
in  Denmark  &  worldwide

In November the governments of the
world will come to Copenhagen for
the fifteenth UN Climate Conference
(COP-15).  This will be the biggest
summit on climate change ever to
have taken place.  Yet, previous
meetings have produced nothing
more than ‘business as usual’.

Activists and organizations from across
the world are planning to travel to
Copenhagen to put forward a different
vision.  There are real alternatives to false
solutions and market-based approaches.  

If we put humanity before profit, and
solidarity above competition , we can live
amazing lives without unleashing
environmental devastation.  We need to
invest in community-controlled renewable
energy.  We must stop over-production
for over-consumption.

All should have equal access to the
global commons through community
control and sovereignty over energy,
forests, land and water.  And of course we
must acknowledge the historical
responsibility of the global elite and rich
Global North for causing this crisis.  Equity
between North and South is essential.



TThhee  CCooaall  CCaarraavvaann

DIARY  ‘09
EEaasstt  MMiiddllaannddss  EEvveennttss
Friday 24th April, from 3pm, Sumac Centre, 245

Gladstone Street, Nottingham.  Bicycle fix-up workshop,
followed by Critical Mass cycle ride, vegan meal and
send-off party, in co-operation with the Demo ethical
nightclub project.

Saturday  25th April, 9am, Sumac Centre. LAUNCH: The
coal caravan sets off on its journey, by bicycle to Shipley.  

Saturday  25th April, 12 – 4pm, the Visitor Centre,
Shipley Country Park, Slack Lane, Heanor.
An afternoon of workshops, family fun and displays;
including bike maintenance, how to lower your carbon
footprint, and information on the local campaign against
the open cast mine, as well as the coal industry and
climate change.  PLUS plenty to keep the kids happy.

Saturday  25th April, 7.00 pm, West Hallam Methodist
Church. Bicycle-powered screening of ‘The Age of
Stupid’, starring Pete Postlethwaite.  There will be a panel
of experts to answer questions after the film, including
Clare Fauset, author of “Technofixes; a Critical Guide to
Climate Change Technologies” and John Beardmore of
the Derbyshire Althernative Technology Association.

Sunday 26th  April, 11.00 am – 3 pm.  A walk with local
activists around the proposed Shipley open cast site.
This will include talks on the natural history and wildlife
of the area.

YYoorrkksshhiirree  AArreeaa  EEvveennttss
Tuesday 28th April, from 6.00 pm, Main Hall, Pontefract

New College, Park Lane, Pontefract (B6134).  ‘The
History of Coal; The Future of Coal’, with miners, climate
activists and local people.  Join us for a curry supper.
Special Guest: Ken Capstick, editor of The Miner:  What
lessons can we take from past struggles, and can we
reach agreement over the future of coal? 

Wednesday 29th April, 9am. Meet outside Pontefract
Library.  A walk from Pontefract to Ferrybridge power
station, and from there to the site of the proposed open-
cast mine near Ledston.  Our route takes us via the
Fairbairn Ings nature reserve which is threatened by the
proposal.  (Approx 7 miles).

Wednesday 29th April, Pontefract Library, 7.30 pm.
Bicycle powered screening of the ‘Age of Stupid’.

EEvveennttss  iinn  tthhee  NNoorrtthh  EEaasstt..
Saturday 2nd May, 7pm.  Dipton Community Centre,

Stanley, Durham.  Meet the Coal Caravan.

Sunday 3rd May. 10.30am.  Meet at Dipton Community
Centre. A walk around an area threatened by
opencasting at Bradley, with a local historian.  Note that
this walk is four and a half miles, and off road, so it is
not suitable for buggies. 

Sunday 3rd May, 7.30pm. Dipton Community Centre.
‘The History of Coal; The Future of Coal’, with miners,
climate activists and local people. What lessons can we
take from past struggles, and can we reach agreement
over the future of coal?

Monday 4th May, 10am. Cambois Church Hut, Cambois,
near Blyth. A day of workshops, action training and
campaign strategry, alongside the local group.  
Children’s activities will also be provided, with games
and bike maintenance classes.  Bring a bike.

Monday 4th May, 7.30 pm. Cambois Miners’ Institute.
Bicycle-powered screening of ‘The Age of Stupid’.

NB:  All details correct at time of printing (15th April 2009).  
There may be changes so please check the website to be sure.

wwwwww..cclliimmaatteeccaammpp..oorrgg..uukk wwwwww..ccooaallccaarraavvaann..oorrgg..uukk88

Join  us  for  1  of  3  special  screenings  of:

PG

So  you  think  you’re

Not Stupid?
tthheenn  yyoouu’’llll  jjuusstt  lloovvee::
wwwwww..nnoottssttuuppiidd..oorrgg

Using  a  bicycle-ppowered  projector

This newsletter was written and published by the
Coal Caravan in April 2009.  Design by Shtig. 
Printed on paper from sustainably managed

forests by Cumbrian Print Ltd.
If you would like more copies or

more information, please get
in touch via our website:
www.coalcaravan.org.uk

“And  I  woon't  breathe  the  braccing  air  
when  I'm  goone

And  I  ccan't  woorry  'boout  my  ccares  
when  I'm  goone

Woon't  be  askked  too  doo  my  share  
when  I'm  goone

Soo  I  guess  I'llll  have  too  doo
it  whille  I'm  here”

-  Phil  Ochs

Our  three  FREE  screenings:    
Sat  25th  April  in  West  Hallam
Wed  29th  April  in  Pontefract

Mon  4th  May  in  Cambois

www.ageofstupid.net  


