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A Allotments - Globally,
agriculture is responsible for

25% of carbon dioxide, 65% of
methane and 90% of nitrous oxide
emissions, all dangerous
greenhouse gases. Growing more of
our own food in our gardens and
allotments and buying locally grown
organic food massively reduces the
impact of food production on the
climate.

B Biogas and biomass - From
converting food and farm

waste into fuel using biogas
digesters, to small scale coppicing
projects providing sustainable wood
supply for communities, there are
loads of positive solutions using
bioenergy. But there are lots of
highly unsustainable ones too like
huge power stations burning wood
shipped in from Canada. Whether
it's a positive or a negative solution
depends on the scale of the project
and finding a sustainable source of
biomass.

C Composting - Community
composting schemes convert

waste food into fertiliser, reducing
methane emissions from landfill
and nitrous oxide emissions from
chemical fertilisers.

D  Decentralised Energy - The
city centres of tomorrow will

produce power and heat as well as
consume it. The roofs and facades
of public buildings are ideal for
harvesting solar energy.‘Low energy’
will become the standard for new
buildings and existing homes will
be better insulated and adapted to
generate energy and be more energy
efficient. This will help to create
jobs.

E Energy efficiency - Energy
efficiency basically boils down

to making your house easy and
cheap to heat, light, and power. The
UK could cut energy use 30 per cent
just by being more energy efficient
according the government.

F Forestry – Tropical forests
absorb about 18% of all

carbon dioxide added by burning
fossil fuel.  Protecting forests from
being cut down is an important part
of the solution to climate change.
Here in the UK tree-planting can
help to reduce flood risk and create
healthy landscapes, whilst
providing habitats for wildlife and a
supply of local fuel.  For example
see: www.treesponsibility.com

G Green jobs -  A shift to
renewable energy and energy

efficiency would create new well
paid jobs across the country.
Research for Greenpeace has
suggested that investment of £5
billion a year in making buildings
and homes more energy efficient
would lead to 55,000 new jobs.

H High voltage direct current –
New high-voltage direct

current cables would allow us to
transmit electricity across the grid
more efficiently. We could even
connect-up with the rest of Europe
making an electricity supply based
on renewable energy more effective.

K Knowledge – There's a lot we
need to learn. We need to

understand just how much
greenhouse gases the earth's
ecosystems can handle without the
climate destabilising. We need to
know what the impacts will be of
potential routes forward. We need
to know how to build resilient and
sustainable communities that can
work together to avert the worst of
the crisis and cope with the impacts
that have already been caused.

I Investment – Governments are
fixed on bailing out the banks

and the high carbon fossil fuel
emitting industries of the past
instead of investing in the future.
Investment in positive solutions
now will create jobs, boost the
economy and make communities
and infrastructure more resilient
when it comes to tackling climate
change. See: www.neweconomics.org
/gen/greennewdeal.aspx

J Justice – Climate change is
hitting the poorest people in

the world hardest, and though they
are most affected by it they did not
cause it and are powerless to stop
it. Many countries are now
supporting the principle that each
person should be able to emit an
equal amount of greenhouse gases.
So in rich countries the amount we
emit will have to massively
decrease, whereas emissions for the
poorest people would be allowed to
increase to bring them in line with
the rest of the world.

L Localisation, not globalisation
- By working from home or

nearby we can minimize
commuting, and by buying local
products and food we can cut down
on carbon-intensive freight
transport.

M Mend and make do – There
is a lot we can learn from the

way UK society was turned around
during WWII in the face of the
threat of invasion. Now we face a
threat of even greater magnitude
and need to dig for victory, mend
and make do, and turn factories
over to producing the technologies
that will help us to live sustainably.

N (carbon) Neutral - The
Maldives, a country that will

be totally submerged if we do not
address climate change, announced
in March that they would be the
first country to go Carbon Neutral.
Their plan to reduce carbon
emissions by 100% over the next
decade doesn't include the
emissions from flights to their
country, but it sets a high
benchmark for other countries to
follow. If a poor country like the
Maldives can do it, so can we!
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O Open source technology -
One of the biggest barriers to

widespread use of low energy
technology in the developing world
is patent law. Large companies
owning the patents to potentially
world changing technologies means
that their use is restricted to those
that can afford them. The Open
Source movement around computer
software production has opened up
the process of technology
development, allowing anyone to
contribute and allowing anyone to
use and adapt the design for free. If
this model were applied to tackling
climate change then technical
solutions could advance more
quickly and more fairly. 

P Public transport - We should
be investing in a decent and

affordable public transport system
instead of pumping public money
into the expansion of the road
network.

S Solar energy - Solar is one of
the emissions-reducing

technologies with the greatest
potential for scaling up to provide a
significant portion of global energy
needs in a decentralised way. We've
all heard of solar panels but there
are also other solar technologies,
including using the sun to heat
water for our homes. One of the
most exciting solar technologies is
Concentrated Solar Power which
uses mirrors to concentrate the heat
energy from the sun to create steam
which turns a turbine like in a
conventional power station. There is
great potential for using this in
developing countries. 

T Transition Towns – This is a
network of communities

working to drastically reduce their
carbon emissions and fossil fuel
dependency. Transition Towns
groups look at all the key areas of
life (food, energy, transport, health,
economics & livelihoods, etc) and
work towards developing and
implementing a 15-20 year "Energy
Descent Action Plan" and create a
way of living that's significantly
more connected, more vibrant and
more in touch with our
environment. transitiontowns.org

U Urban farms - 
In Cuba, the loss

of oil imports in the
1980s led to a
revolution in the way
that food was
produced. They moved
to a system of urban
farms and community
gardening. Today an
estimated 50 percent
of Havana's vegetables
come from inside the
city, while in other
Cuban towns and cities
urban gardens produce
from 80% to more than
100% of what they
need. 

V Veganism - Livestock farming
is responsible for emitting

more greenhouse gases than the
whole of the global transport
sector. Going vegan may be a bit
much for many people, but we can
all reduce the amount of meat and
dairy we consume.

W Wind, Wave and
Water – There is

huge potential for the UK
to generate a large portion
of its electricity supply
from wind power. We also
have one of the highest
potential wave power
resources around our
coastline, and the second
largest tidal range in the
world at the Severn
estuary. Potential
problems with wind can
be avoided by careful
environmental impact
assessments. Whilst major
dams and tidal barrages
(like the proposed Severn
Barrage) have damaging
impacts on wildlife, there
is scope for an expansion
of run-of-the-river and
flow-of-the-tide hydro
projects and tidal lagoons.

X eXchange schemes – 
In Totnes, local people have

created a new currency, the Totnes
Pound. Exchange schemes like this
help to strengthen the local
economy, reduce food miles and
support the start up of new social,
ethical and environmental
businesses.

Y Yellow House - The Yellow
House is an 1930s ex-council

house, in Oxford, converted into an
environmental dream home. It's a
great example of how it is possible
to reduce energy consumption by
two thirds and renovate a house
using sustainable materials.
www.theyellowhouse.org.uk
and www.ecovation.org.uk

Z Zero Carbon Britain – The 
Zero Carbon Britain report is a

vision of a low carbon future and
shows how the UK could eliminate
emissions from fossil fuels within
20 years. What are we waiting for?
www.zerocarbonbritain.com

Q Quality of life – Why do we
take a country's GDP as the

measure of success rather than
measuring how happy the country's
people are? The Happy Planet Index
rates the UK 108th, and the
countries with the happiest
inhabitants have much lower carbon
emissions per person than richer,
high consuming, high carbon
countries.

R Reducing consumption - 
If everyone in the world

consumed as much as the average
American we would need five
planets to live on. Everything we
consume takes energy to make and
causes carbon emissions. One third
of China's carbon emissions are
down to producing goods for
people in America and Europe to
buy and throw away. 

“LLet  us  leave  pessiimiism
forr  betterr  tiimes.”

- Graffiti in Bogota, Colombia

Germany employs 170,000 people in its 
renewables energy sector, expected to 

rise to 300,000 by 2020.
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