
Ground tthe DDrones

Boom ttime ffor ddrones - bbut aat wwhat pprice? 
The Human and Economic Costs of the Drone Wars

The ffirst ssuccessful ffiring oof aa mmissile ffrom aa rremotely ppiloted uunmanned
aerial vvehicle ((or ddrone)  ttook pplace jjust oover aa ddecade aago aat NNellis AAir
Force BBase iin NNevada.  IIn tthe yyears ssince, tthe uuse oof aarmed ddrones hhas
risen ddramatically wwith tthe UUK, IIsrael aand, iin pparticular, tthe UUS uusing
drones tto cconduct rremote wwarfare aand llaunch ddeadly aairstrikes.   

What are drones?
Unmanned aaerial vvehicles
(UAVs), ccommonly kknown aas
drones, aare aaircraft eeither
controlled bby ‘‘pilots’ ffrom tthe
ground oor, iincreasingly,
autonomously ffollowing aa 
pre-pprogrammed mmission.  

While tthere aare ddozens oof
different ddrones tthey bbasically
fall iinto ttwo ccategories: tthose
that aare uused ffor
reconnaissance aand
surveillance ppurposes aand
those tthat aare aarmed wwith
missiles aand bbombs. 

While there has been much media
focus on CIA drone strikes in
Pakistan, there is good evidence that
drone strikes have now taken place
in almost a dozen countries around
the world - Afghanistan, Iraq,
Pakistan, Yemen, Somalia, Libya,
Palestine, Egypt, Sudan, Philippines
and Mali.  Figures released by the
USAF and the RAF in 2012 show that
US and UK forces have launched over
1,400 weapons from drones in
Afghanistan in the five years up
until the October 2012. Analysis of
these figures by the Bureau of
Investigative Journalism shows that
more than a quarter of all armed
Coalition air sorties in Afghanistan
are now carried out by armed drones.

And while the US, UK and Israel
are so far the only countries to
launch drone strikes many more
countries are trying to catch up by
developing or buying their own
drones.  A US Congressional
document reported last year that
76 countries now have some form
of military unmanned aerial
systems while Market Analysts Teal
Group estimated in June 2013
that spending on unmanned
drones will more than double over
the next decade from current
worldwide UAV expenditures of
$5.2 billion annually to $11.6
billion, totalling just over $89
billion in the next ten years.
"UAVs have proved their value in
Iraq and Afghanistan and are
being sought by a growing number
of militaries worldwide" said its
report.
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Drone
Wars UK
Some of the

Military 
drone 
sites in 
the UK

11 - GGeenneerraall AAttoommiiccss - London office
of manufacturer of Predator and
Reaper drones.  25 Old Broad
Street, Liverpool Street, London,
EC2N 1HQ.

22 - PPaarraaddiiggmm SSeeccuurree CCoommmmuunniiccaattiioonnss
- Ground Control Station for Skynet
5 military satellite which enables
communication with UK drones over
Afghanistan.  Oakhanger, Bordon,
Hampshire, GU35 9HU.

33- PPaarraaddiiggmm SSeeccuurree CCoommmmuunniiccaattiioonnss -
Control centre for Skynet 5 military
satellite system which enables
communication with UK drones over
Afghanistan.  1001 Skynet Drive,
Corsham, Wiltshire, SN13 9NP.

44 - BBoossccoommbbee DDoowwnn - UAS Capability
Development Centre,
Development, testing and
evaluation of military drones.
Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP4 0JF. 

55 - RRAAFF WWaaddddiinnggttoonn – RAF XIII
Squadron controls UK Reapers over
Afghanistan from RAF Waddington.
Lincoln, LN5 9NB.

66 - PPaarrcc AAbbeerrppoorrtthh - is the test
facility for Watchkeeper drones.
Parc Aberporth, Ceredigion, SA43
2BS.

77 - UU-TTaaccSS - Manufacture/assembly of
Watchkeeper. Company jointly
owned by Elbit Systems and Thales
UK.  Scudamore Road, Leicester,
LE3 1UA.

88 - UUAAVV EEnnggiinneess LLttdd.. - UAV engine
manufacturer, a subsidiary of Israeli
defence company, Elbit Systems.
Lynn Lane, Shenstone, Lichfield,
WS14 0DT.

99 - BBAAEE SSyysstteemmss WWaarrttoonn - Production
and development of drones.
Taranis, Herti, Mantis. Warton,
Preston, Lancashire PR4 1AX.

1100 - AAggeenntt OOrriieenntteedd SSooffttwwaarree LLttdd
((AAOOSS)) - Produces software to enable
autonomous decisions to be made –
being used in several UAVs
including Taranis.  Sheraton House,
Castle Park, Cambridge, CB3 0AX

1111 - BBlluuee BBeeaarr SSyysstteemmss - Research
Developer and manufacturer of
small UAVS for military and civil
use.  Building 32, Twinwoods
Business Park, Twinwoods Road,
Bedford, MK41 6AE

1122 - CCoobbhhaamm ppllcc - Produces
components for Predator and other
drones.  31 Brook Road, Wimborne,
Dorset BH21 2BJ. 



Reprieve, in their excellent
2013 report ‘Drones: No Safe Place
for Children’ detail the impact
drones have on local communities
and children.  Drones often hover
over communities twenty-four
hours a day, creating a constant,
physical reminder for the people
below that they could be killed at
any moment.1 Nobody knows who
is being targeted, so nobody
knows how to make themselves
safe. As a result, parents are afraid
to send their children to school,
teachers are afraid to teach,
community members are afraid to
gather for any function.  Trips to
the market are fraught with danger
because you never know whether
the drone’s next target is nearby.
All of this, in turn, causes the
local economy to grind to a halt.

Dr. Peter Schaapveld a clinical
and forensic psychologist and an
expert in psychological trauma
conducted an assessment of the
psychological impact of drone
strikes on communities in Aden,
Yemen in  February 2013. He
described what he found as a
‘psychological emergency’ and said
that of the 28 victims interviewed,
approximately 99% had some type
of traumatic disorder. For nearly
all of the subjects, the triggering

Continued from front page
Here in the UK, Drone
Wars UK has
documented more than
£2 billion spending by
the British government
on drones since 2007.
In addition to that
already spent, a
decision is due soon on
funding a new British
armed drone under the Scavenger
programme.  The MoD have
estimated the whole life costs for
this new drone to be around £2
billion.  

More important that the
financial costs however is the
human cost of the drone wars.
Although there is virtually no
information about the human
impact of drones on the ground in
Afghanistan, in July 2013 it was
reported that Larry Lewis, a senior
US military analyst with access to
classified information about air
strikes in Afghanistan had found
that  missile strikes conducted by
drones were 10 times more deadly
to Afghan civilians than those
performed by manned fighter jets 

Across the border in Pakistan,
reliable reports compiled by  the
Bureau of Investigative Journalism
show that between 2,500 and
3,500 people have been killed in
370 drone strikes.  Of these
between 400 and 900 have been
comprehensively identified as
civilians with between 150 – 200
being children.   But these raw
figures do little to portray the real
impact of the drone wars.  

Contact us: Drone Campaign Network
c/o  Peace House, 19 Paradise Street, Oxford  OX4 2HX
Email: info@dronecampaignnetwork.org.uk

or for further information, news and resources please visit our website:

www.dronecampaignnetwork.org.uk

incident for the resulting abnormal
mental health condition was an air
strike. All continue to be affected
by and prevented from recovery by
the presence of drones.  

Dr. Schaapveld describes the
case of eight-year-old ‘Yasmin’
who witnessed a presumed drone
strike on her next door neighbour’s
house. Before a strike hit the
house next door she was a keen
student and would often study for
over an hour. After the strike she
has been restless and unable to
concentrate on studying for more
than 5 to 10 minutes.  Drones it
seems create victims and
traumatize communities sometimes
without a shot even being fired. 

Over the next decade billions
will be spent in a boom time for
drone manufacturers.  Not only is
this a scandal at a time of global
austerity when finances are
desperately needed for social
spending on schools, hospitals and
education, but the human cost of
remote warfare will continue with
thousands of individual and
communities suffering.  It really is
time to take the ‘boom’ out of the
drone wars.     

1 From Drones: No Safe Place for
Children, Reprieve, March 2013.
www.reprieve.org.uk/press/2013_03_24
_drones_childrens_rights_report/



Useful resources and 
information on drones

The 22012 DDrone WWars BBriefing
Explores some of the key issues
arising from the growing use of
armed unmanned drones.
Examining current UK and US
military drone operations, as
well as looking at future
developments and legal issues,
this fully-referenced briefing is
an invaluable reference for
both new-comers and long-term
anti-drone campaigners.
Available to download from
www.dronewars.net 

Convenient KKilling: AArmed DDrones
and tthe PPlaystation MMentality
(Fellowship of Reconciliation)
A 20 page full-colour briefing
providing in-depth research
and a summary of current
knowledge on the subject of
unmanned aerial vehicles.
Available to order or download
from www.for.org.uk/resources

Precisely WWrong: GGaza CCivilians
Killed bby IIsraeli DDrone-
Launched MMissiles 
A 40 page briefing from Human
Rights Watch examining six
case studies of Israeli drone
strikes in Gaza resulting in
civilian deaths.
http://www.hrw.org 

The UUK AApproach tto UUnmanned
Aircraft SSystems
(JDN 2/11)
An examination of the UK’s use
of UAVs by the Ministry of
Defence (MoD) examining the
legal, moral and ethical issues.
See:  http://bit.ly/nYEgP0

Drone WWars UUK wwebsite:
www.dronewars.net
Regularly updated website
providing background
information, comment and
campaign material on drones.

What you can do
Protest Vigil at Drone Sites
If you live near one of the sites on
our Drone Wars UK map then you may
want to organise a vigil or protest
there. Please contact us so that we
can help you to organise something
and / or put you in contact with
other local activists. Check the
website for details:
wwwwww..ddrroonneeccaammppaaiiggnnnneettwwoorrkk..oorrgg..uukk//

Raise Awareness
Organise a street stall to raise
awareness about the use of armed
drones. We can provide leaflets,
posters and copies of this briefing, as
well as draft letters for people to
send to the MoD, the Prime Minister,
and / or their local MP.

Press Work
If you live in an area with a drone
connection (see map) you may want
to write to your local paper
expressing opposition, or contact a
local radio talk show. How about
calling for a ‘drone free zone’? It’s
likely that most people in your area
will be completely unaware of a
connection to the ‘drone wars’. 

Drone Week of Action is organised by the Drone Campaign Network
Network mmembers iinclude:
Bristol CAAT
Bro Emlyn for Peace 

and Justice
Campaign Against American

Bases (CAAB) 
Campaign Against 

Arms Trade
Child Victims of War 
Campaign for Nuclear

Disarmament
CND Cymru

Conscience
Cymdeithas y Cymod
Drone Wars UK
Fellowship of Reconciliation,

England
Hastings Against War
Leicester CND
MEDACT
NatoWatch
Pax Christi
Peace News

Quaker Peace and Social
Witness

Scientists for Global
Responsibility

SPEAK
Statewatch
Waddington Peace Camp
War on Want
War Resisters International
West Midlands Palestine

Solidairty

Let’s talk
Could you or a local group help to
organise a speaker meeting in your
local town? A pool of speakers is
available to speak about drones to
local groups. All you have to do is
book a room, publicise locally and pay
the speakers travel expenses. Please
give us as much notice as possible
though! Contact the DDrroonnee CCaammppaaiiggnn
NNeettwwoorrkk: c/o Peace House, 19
Paradise Street, Oxford OX4 2HX
Telephone: 07960 811437 Email:
info@dronecampaignnetwork.org.uk
wwwwww..ddrroonneeccaammppaaiiggnnnneettwwoorrkk..oorrgg..uukk

www.dronecampaignnetwork.org.uk 

Local contact:
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